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correct—as I know it to be correct—the greater the spirit of Pas-
sive Resistance in us, the better men we will become. Its use,
therefore, is, I think, indisputable, and it is a force which, if it
became universal, would revolutionise social ideals and do away
with despotisms and the ever-growing militarism under which
the nations of the West are groaning and are being almost crush-
ed to death, and which fairly promises to overwhelm even the
nations of the East. If the past struggle has produced even a few
Indians who would dedicate themselves to the task of becom-
ing Passive Resisters as nearly perfect as possible, they would not
only have served themselves in the truest sense of the term, they
would also have served humanity at large. Thus viewed, Passive
Resistance is the noblest and the best education. It should
come, not after the ordinary education in letters of children, but
it should precede it. It will not be denied that a child, before it
begins to write its alphabet and to gain worldly knowledge, should
know what the soul is, what truth is, what love is, what powers
are latent in the soul. It should be an essential of real educa-
tion that a child should learn that, in the struggle of life, it can
easily conquer hate by love, untruth by truth, violence by self-
suffering. It was because I felt the force of this truth, that,
during the latter part of the struggle, I endeavoured, as much as
'I could, to train the children at Tolstoy Farm and then at
Phoenix along these lines, and one of the reasons for my depar-
ture to India is still further to realise, as I already do in part,
my own imperfection as a Passive Resister, and then to try to
perfect myself, for I believe that it is in India that the nearest
approach to perfection is most possible.
Golden Motor, Indian Opinion, 1914

